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WHAT'S COMING UP
IN APRIL
Dear friends and neighbors,
Spring 2021. It is finally here! Slightly one year beyond the beginning
of COVID-19 we are cautiously taking responsible steps as we continue
together to move forward to a more “normal” time. Again, I want to thank all
our dedicated city workers who have continued over the past year to provide
service to our community. Firefighters, medics, police officers, utility workers,
to name a few—thank you! To our community healthcare workers, hospitals
and our county Health Department—thank you! As we “open-up” more let us
remember to keep our guard up until everyone who has had a chance is
vaccinated. And on that front, when available please get vaccinated.
In this issue we showcase the many continuing Quality of Life
initiatives that we have and will continue to undertake. Park activities and
celebrations, park improvements, downtown excitement and activities will all
be part of our Spring 2021 in Anderson!
As we all enjoy what we hope will be a beautiful and fun filled spring,
we anticipate an even greater Summer of entertainment and enjoyment. Mark
your calendars for all of our upcoming Spring and Summer events. I look
forward to seeing you all out and about again.
Thank you all for pulling together over the last year and for your
continuing efforts in keeping our friends, families and community safe.
As always, it is a privilege to serve all of you and our wonderful
community. Thank you for the honor.
Best wishes,

Mayor Thomas J. Broderick, Jr.

2 - Good Friday
(City Building Closed)
3 - Opening Night @
Anderson Speedway
4 - Happy Easter!
17 - ASO Concert at the
Center (Outdoors at
Dickmann Town Center)
24-25 Mayor's Cup
Sertoma Go-Kart Race
26-30 - Arbor Day
Celebrations and Tree
Distribution with
Anderson Parks Dept.
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Three APD Officers Receive Recognition for Acts of Bravery

Officer Richard Stires

Officer Brandon Taylor

Officer Christopher Burton

Anderson Police Department Chief Jake Brown recognized the actions taken by three patrol officers in two
separate incidents that took place on Saturday, March 13th.
Officers being presented with the Awards were:
·Officer Richard Stires, with 1 year of service to the Anderson Police Department.
·Officer Christopher Burton, with 2 years of service to the Anderson Police Department.
·Officer Brandon Taylor, with 6 years of service to the Anderson Police Department.
Chief Brown awarded Officer Richard Stires with the department’s Medal of Valor. This award is presented to
any member of the Anderson Police Department for an outstanding act of bravery or heroism which places
the officers’ life at great risk and results in the saving of a life.
According to police reports, on March 13, 2021 Officers Richard Stires and Taylor Sanderson were working
the late-night shift when at 9:50pm they responded to the 600 block of College Drive in reference to a
suicidal subject. As officers arrived on scene, they found an individual who had set herself on fire inside the
residence. Without hesitation officers made entry into the residence in a courageous act to save the
individual. Officer Stires found the individual in the kitchen with her body fully engulfed in flames screaming
for help. Officer Stires directed Officer Sanderson to try and find a blanket and moved to assist the person.
Despite the intense heat singeing the hairs on his head, Officer Stires made his way into the kitchen and
used nearby containers to fill with water and extinguish the fire. By this time the house was completely filled
with smoke. The victim was ultimately transported to an Indianapolis hospital in serious condition. Despite
Officer Stires' act of bravery, she sadly passed away from her injuries the following day.
(continued on page 2)
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Chief Brown also awarded Officers Christopher Burton and Brandon Taylor with the department’s Life
Saving Award for their actions in saving Stephen Campbell, 57, of Anderson.
The Anderson police report that on March 13, 2021, Officers Burton and Taylor were working day shift,
when at 12:13pm, they responded to a residential fire in the 1800 block of E. 8th Street. As Officer Burton
arrived on scene he observed a large amount of black smoke coming from inside the residence, and
witnesses nearby were advising that a male subject was still inside. Officer Burton approached the smokefilled residence and could hear a man faintly yelling for help from inside. Unable to see through the smoke,
Officer Burton fearlessly felt his way through the residence and located Campbell lying on the floor near the
kitchen. Officer Taylor arrived shortly after and without hesitation entered the smoke-filled residence and
assisted Officer Burton with safely removing Campbell from the fire. Campbell was transported to a local
Anderson hospital and ultimately transported to Eskenazi Health Burn Center in serious condition.
The awards of Medal of Valor and Life Saving Award can be presented to any member of the Anderson
Police Department who is directly responsible for saving a human life. Documentation and supporting
evidence must substantiate the awards, such as statements from witnesses, physicians, or supervisors. The
awards may also be made where evidence suggest that actions by the officer(s) prolonged a human life to
the extent that the victim was released to the care of the medical authorities, even though the victim might
expire at a later time.

Arbor Day Celebration Scheduled for
April 26-30
The City of Anderson Parks Department has
announced a change in the annual Arbor Day
celebration and festival for 2021. This year, the Parks
Department will have children's craft kits and seedlings
available for distribution at several city parks across
the week of April 26-30.
The schedule of events and locations include:
April 26 (10-11 a.m.) @ Jackson Park
(Distributing Persimmon, River Birch and Shagbark Hickory Seedlings)

April 28 (11:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.) @ Dickmann Town
Center
(Distributing Hazelnut and Black Cherry Seedlings)

April 29 (11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.) @ Pulaski Park
(Distributing Red Oak, Sycamore and Tulip Tree seedlings)

All remaining seedlings will be available at the Parks
Department Geater Center beginning Friday, April 30th
from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. For more information,
please visit the Parks Department Facebook page.
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Historic Funk Park Gets a Makeover

Residents and travelers along Historic West 8th Street can expect to see renovation work resume at Historic
Funk Park over the next few weeks. As part of the Broderick Administration's continued Quality of Life
improvements, the park is scheduled to receive a total overhaul by local contractors and Parks Department
staff. Old fencing has been removed and a new wooden privacy fence installed at the back of the park.
Additional plans include installing a new roof on the gazebo, replanting new trees and shrubs and replacing
the original pavers with stamped concrete walkway. The floor of the gazebo will receive new concrete. New
seating and lighting will also be installed in the final stages of the planned renovation.
"Funk Park is a popular location for weddings, photos and gatherings," said Jama Donovan, Park Department
Superintendent. "We were able to begin this renovation in late fall of 2020. COVID-19 and winter caused a
bit of a delay, but we are back on target and anticipate a completion date of late summer 2021."
"The city is proud to be able to carry on the tradition of the late Elmo Funk, who was one of our community's
business leaders and philanthropists." said Broderick. "The park had become in a state of disrepair. Due to
its historic important, I wanted to restore it to its original beauty and purpose."
The park was established in honor of Mr. Funk in 1974.
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ASO Opens 2021 Season with Outdoor Concert
in Dickmann Town Center

Rodgers Joins Board of Aviation for
Anderson Municipal Airport

An April 17 concert will feature the Anderson
Symphony Orchestra Brass at Dickmann Town
Center, the park directly across the street from the
Paramount Theatre, at 2 pm. (Rain date April 18.)
Bring your lawn chairs, a coat and blanket, and enjoy
a brass quintet concert in the park. Patrons are
asked to remain six feet apart and wear masks. ASO
will provide the warm beverages! The concert is free.

Nick Rodgers, a licensed private pilot and aviation
enthusiast, has joined the Board of Aviation
Commissioners for the Anderson Municipal Airport.
A Madison County native, Rodgers is a graduate of
Anderson High School. He is the current owner of
RE/MAX Real Estate Solutions Solutions.
“I am honored to accept this board position. I am
looking forward to bringing value to Aviation Board. I
believe my strong business background, and revenue
generating mindset will help us identify new
opportunities as we continue to market the facility.
Our local airport brings great value to the local
economy. We are fortunate to have it as part of our
city government.”
”We are excited that Nick Rodgers has agreed to be a
member of the Anderson Municipal Airport Board of
Aviation Commissioners. Nick is already well known to
the airport as he purchased his plane from Indy Air
Sales here and earned his private pilot’s license here
too. Nick has expressed a strong desire to market the
Anderson Municipal Airport and his skills as a real
estate broker will be a welcomed asset to the board,”
said AMA Executive Director Brian McMillen.
Rodgers' recent honors include:
2015 RE/MAX of Indiana Rookie of the
Year
2016 & 2017 RE/MAX of Indiana Broker
Owner of the Year
2017 Mibor Madison County Realtor of the
Year
2020 United Way Above and Beyond
Award.
2007 Monster Worldwide Sales Rep of the
Year
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Mayor Broderick Announces Six New Pickle
Ball Courts Coming To Shadyside Park
Pickleball enthusiasts will have an increased opportunity to play
their sport in the city thanks to the installation of six new courts
at the Shadyside Park Activity Center. According to Mayor
Thomas Broderick, Jr., work is underway on the demolition of
the old volleyball area. Globe Asphalt Paving was awarded the
contract for the project after submitting the lowest bid.
"Pickle ball is a sport growing in popularity across the country
and especially here in Central Indiana," said Mayor Broderick.
"When different public input meetings were conducted about
the amenities people wanted to see in our local parks, pickle
ball was among the top choices. We looked at under utilized
spaces in our parks system and identified where we could
expand or repurpose existing areas to make them fit today's
needs and interests."
In all, ten new courts are being installed by the administration in
Anderson this year.
The new courts at Shadyside will be available for public use this
summer.

Workers from Globe Asphalt begin demolition on the Shadyside
volleyball courts to install six new pickle ball courts.

Pickleball In the United States
Pickleball grew in 2020 to 4.2
million players in the US, an
incredible growth rate of 21.3%
from 2019 per the Sports & Fitness
Industry Association’s (SFIA) 2020
Pickleball Participant Report,
released in Feb. 2021.
To find other pickle ball locations
in central Indiana, go to:
places2play.org
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Shadyside Park Playground Area Renovated
As warmer weather arrives, families visiting Shadyside
Park will find a newly renovated playground area
designed to improve children's ability to play safely.
Earlier this spring, new cement walkways were expanded
and ground coverinstalled where the playground
equipment is located next to the park shelterhouse.
"We've made a significant investment in Shadyside over
the past several years," said Mayor Thomas Broderick, Jr.
"In addition to these latest improvements, we have
remodeled the shelter house by installing a new roof,
electrical and lighting systems."

"We also tore down the dilapidated restrooms and
replaced them with modern, efficient restrooms."
Broderick said he considered Shadyside Park to be an
iconic part of our community and its preservation is
paramount. "Our Park Board is committed to ensuring
ongoing maintenance to the park and specifically to the
Veterans' Memorial area. This year there are plans to relandscape the same area."
Later this summer, the park will host two exciting
outdoor events. The professional theater troupe Brown
Box Theater will perform William Shakespeare's Much
Ado About Nothing on July 23. The Anderson Symphony
Orchestra will perform an outdoor concert on July 17.
Additional details will be released later this spring and
early summer. For more information, please call the
Parks Department at (765) 648-6858.

Sertoma Club's Mayor's Cup Go Kart
Race Returns to Anderson
Mark your calendars for April 24-25 when one of
Anderson's most exciting and fun-filled events
returns. The Sertoma Club Mayor's Cup Go Kart
Race will be held in downtown Anderson. The
race course will be conducted around 9th &
10th Streets, Central Avenue and Indian Trails.
Races will begin on Saturday, April 24th at 10:00
a.m. and on Sunday, April 25th at 12:00 noon.
This event has raised over $244,000 since its
inception to benefit local charities.
For more information about the event or to
register a kart for the event, please call Terry
Riggins at (765) 208-0784.
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Broderick Administration Signs Partnership
Agreement To Support Rangeline Senior Citizen Center
Mayor Thomas Broderick, Jr.
has announced a new
partnership with the
Rangeline Senior Citizens
Center Board of Directors.
The agreement includes a
one-time financial
contribution in the amount of
$100,000 which will be used
to provide additional building
upgrades and remodeling.

The amount represents a
contribution of $20,000 per
year for 5 years. As a
condition of the agreement,
the center will continue to
make recreational, social and
educational programming
available for seniors and
other community members
and will make the building
available to the City of
Anderson no less than three
(3) times a year.
In addition, the City will be
entitled to have two (2) voting
members on the board of
directors, with the
appointments being made by
the mayor. To protect the city's
interests, there will be a
mortgage in favor of the city to
guarantee repayment in the
event the center ceases
operations.

Irish Clover Scavenger Hunt

The Origins of the Rangeline Community Center
In 1965, General Motor’s employees agreed to a weekly
payroll deduction to build a community center for retirees
and the elderly. Other individuals and businesses in the
community came forward to contribute towards this goal.
The building was constructed and was known as the
Rangeline Retirees Center.

