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Mayor Broderick Delivers A Message of Togetherness
What a difference 3 months makes! At the beginning of March, most people were just beginning to pay
attention to the worldwide news concerning what we all know now as the novel Corona Virus (COVID-19). Prior
to that time, most were looking forward to an early spring filled with many opportunities because of a growing
economy, an increasing number of local job opportunities and a resurgence in our community that was solidly
focused on quality of life and place. By mid-March Executive Orders and Directives from Federal, State, and Local
officials and authorities were in place, which effectively shut down our county and our community. The purpose
was to slow the spread of this highly infectious disease that has a high mortality rate among the elderly and those
vulnerable due to preexisting health conditions. As of this, writing 6.3 million cases in 188 countries have been
reported with 376,000 deaths worldwide. Closer to home our state, has reported 34,830 positive cases with 1,976
deaths. Madison County has a reported 593 cases with 59 deaths, according the State Department of Health.

The good news on the COVID-19 front is that because the vast majority of our community worked together and adopted “social distancing” practices we slowed the spread, took the pressure off our hospital workers and
first responders, and together we selflessly saved lives.
We all looked forward to the reopening of our community. Our businesses that serve us took a tremendous financial hit and our workers suffered without the jobs they needed to support their families. Financial government assistance has been of some help and most likely saved many, however, it will be short lived; and it is
the need to return to work that we all recognize is necessary to stabilize our community, and get back on track
while doing so in a safe, methodical manner that continues to protect lives. (continued on page 2)
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Mayor’s Message (continued from Page 1)

It appears we were mostly on the right track, when we again were hit with another tragedy. This time it was not
something new or novel, but something that is over 400 years old—racial injustice. Six hundred and twenty–three miles
northeast of Anderson in Minneapolis, Minnesota an African American citizen of that community, George Floyd, was killed by
a police officer. Most of the event was videotaped and has been viewed most likely by nearly every American. The officer
was charged with murder. As a whole, the vast majority of Americans were outraged by the conduct and have demanded an
end to the racial injustice that still has a much too frequent existence. Some have taken to publicly protesting in hope of assuring that not only this incident of injustice is adequately addressed, but that the larger systemic issue in our county-atlarge is addressed. These protesters seek action to put a final end to these injustices.
Most people agree we have come a long way in 400 years. However, most agree it is not far enough. In America,
there is no place for racism or discrimination of any type based upon ones color, religion, sexual orientation, disability, or sex.
As proud Americans, we stand together under the principals and belief that all men (and women) are created equal.
It appears that the vast majority of American are listening and are willing to work together, just as we have done with the
COVID-19 epidemic, to rid our society of the remnants of discrimination that have lingered much too long.
In working together, we must remember to do so in a calm and peaceful manner. We cannot allow for a few of those who
wish to use violence to overshadow this just cause, or to slow the will of the majority who collectively share a desire to end
injustice and put us all together once again to a path of prosperity. I ask those who feel the need to publically demonstrate to
do so in a lawful manner and in a fashion that does not close businesses or harm others or their property. By working in a
calm and deliberate manner, we will be able to secure the American dream for all of our citizens.
Finally, in this issue we focus inside on some of the aspects of our city’s continuing efforts at improving the Quality of
Life and Place for all in our community. Parks were a refuge for many of us during the recent crisis of COVID-19. Parks have
also always been a place where everyone in our community come to play together. Parks help us build and maintain a strong
community.
Thank you for reading this long letter. I hope it finds you all in good health, safe and at peace. I look forward to
working with all of you as we continue our journey together at continuing to build Anderson into an inclusive and extraordinary community of love, respect and opportunity.
Most Sincerely,

Thomas J. Broderick, Jr.
Mayor, City of Anderson

The city will perform its annual
water quality and fire safety maintenance
for fire hydrants beginning June 8 2020.
This routine maintenance flushes water
mains and is essential to remove minerals
from underground water mains. The eightweek hydrant maintenance schedule is
coordinated with the Anderson Fire Department to ensure optimal performance of the
fire hydrants. Hydrants will be inspected for
leaks and operational concerns in order to
meet the City’s Class 3 fire insurance rating requirements, thereby providing fire
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and casualty insurance premium savings
for our citizens and business owners.
Tap water is safe for human consumption during flushing operations. However, low water pressure and slight discoloration may be experienced during this
time. If this occurs, briefly allow cold water
to run through the pipes 3 to 5 minutes. If
water discoloration persists for longer than
two days, please contact the City of Anderson Water Department at (765) 648-6420.
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Mays Park Project Moving Forward
Mayor Thomas Broderick, Jr. recently announced that the Mays Park project is continuing to
move forward. “Continuing improvements to our quality of life are important in order that we do not lose
substantial time or fall behind on this important project,” said Mayor Broderick.
At the May 5th Park Board Meeting, HWC Engineering presented a project update that incorporated
the direction previously given to them by the city, the
Park Board, and included the commentary and suggestions made by citizens during the public comment period. The city is planning many new and substantial improvements to the park which is located on the southwest corner of Madison Avenue and W. 10th Street.
“I am excited that we are able to continue to
move forward on this project as it is going to provide a
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great venue for our community and it will allow for an
extraordinary improvement to the park and the immediate community,” Mayor Broderick said. “This planned
park with be an exceptional first-class facility that will
offer something for everyone. It will have a significant
impact on quality of life for our community and the
neighborhood that is adjacent to the park.”
Included in the design is a splash pad, new tennis and pickle ball courts, new basketball courts, a new
walking path, restrooms, a new interactive playground
area and new shelters. The existing skateboard park
will receive updates improvements. Citizens at the
meeting expressed their support for the changes incorporated into the design. The city hopes to complete
the project in 2021.
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Mays Park Project Design
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City Parks Department staff have
been working diligently to clean up our
local parks and prepare them for the
summer months.
Here employees are pictured on a
recent Saturday morning making up for
days of rain which prevented them
from mowing and landscaping Derby
Downs and the Madison Avenue entrance to our city trail system. Derby
Downs and the adjacent trail were extensively renovated last year.
Park Department staff are responsible for maintaining more than
750 acres of property as a part of the
city park system.

Funk Park Scheduled for Major Renovations in 2020
Elmo A. Funk Park, located at 315 Historic West Eighth
Street, is undergoing major renovations which will take place
throughout 2020.
The improvements will include removal of existing paving bricks in order to remove the roots growing underneath
them; reconstruction of the brick wall surrounding the fountain;
removing dead and overgrown trees and shrubs and completely
re-landscaping the grounds, maintenance on the gazebo and
improved lighting.
The park property was the site of the first hospital of
Madison County. The park was established in 1974 and named
after Funk (1889-1968)who was a prominent figure in Anderson
and Madison County and who also served as the city engineer in
the early 1900s.
The park will remain closed through 2020 and is
planned to reopen in the Spring of 2021.
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Park
Undergoes Renovations
The city's memorial to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
has a new look thanks to the installation of fresh mulch,
lighting and newly planted of flowers and groundcover.
The work was performed as part of the Quality of Life priority by Mayor Thomas Broderick, Jr. .
The park was dedicated in 1988 as a memorial to
the civil rights leader. It features an 8 foot bronze statue
of Dr. King created by local artist and former AU Professor
Ken Ryden. The park frequently serves as the site for gospel broadcasts and community gatherings.
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Quality of Life Priority Drives Continued Shadyside Park and Lake Improvements
Visitors to Shadyside Park will notice the completion of the renovated shelter house and newly built restrooms. More improvements are coming to the walkways, the children's’ playground area, Terrace Garden
area and the Veterans Memorial.
The shelter facility has received a new metal roof,
inside metal ceiling and significant electrical upgrades to
better accommodate events. New lighting inside of the
shelter and around the area has been installed.
In addition to the improvements on the Memorial
Park Grounds, significant work has been taking place on
the grounds and trails surrounding Shadyside Lake.
New boat piers and fishing overlooks were installed last
year and early this spring. Crews have been hard at work
removing the predatory honeysuckle vine and numerous
dead limbs from trees adjacent to the trail path, throughout the park and along the shore banks.
“Shadyside Park is one of our premier park facilities in the community,” said Mayor Thomas Broderick, Jr.
“It hosts thousands of visitors every year. We are committed to making continued improvements to all of our
parks as a demonstration of our focus on quality of life
here in Anderson.”
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In order to combat the spread of the Coronavirus, Mayor Thomas Broderick< Jr. has limited public access to City Hall and other city government buildings to the public . City departments and essential
services are still available by phone and email.

Paying Your Utility Bill:
Anderson City Utilities Department inside of City Hall is closed to the public, and citizens are encouraged to pay their utility bill by using one of the following:




Online payment system at
https:cityofanderson.com



Drive Up Window (M-F) (9:00 a.m. —5:00 p.m.)



U.S. Mail

Utility Department Dropbox (located in
the City Hall Parking lot and on 7th
Street next to City Hall)



Automated Phone Payment System (Telelink)
(765) 648-6527

For additional assistance, please call Customer Service (765) 648-6187
For assistance in how to pay your utility bill online, please go to www.cityofanderson.com. We have
created a video tutorial to guide you through the steps of online bill payment.

Light and Power Outages:

The Light and Power Department continues to operate but the physical plant is closed to the public.
Light and Power is available to accept reports of power outages. To report an outage, please call
(765) 648-6480.

Parks and Recreation Department

All city parks and recreational facilities are closed to the public. Playground equipment, restrooms, shelter houses and basketball courts are closed at this time. Trail systems and open park
spaces remain open. However, social distancing shall be practiced in the parks. For more information, please call (765) 649-6858.

CATS and Nifty Lift

Cats and Nifty Lift continue to operate on the normal schedule. However, patrons are asked to use
the public transportation system only for essential travel. For more information, please call (765) 6486400.

Stay Safe and Remember: Wear a mask if possible, practice social distancing (6 feet),
wash your hands frequently, and if you feel sick, stay home!
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