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What’s Happening in March

A Message from Mayor Broderick
Spring is almost here! Before long, it will be St. Patrick’s Day. I
hope to see many of you at the Knights of Columbus annual St. Patrick’s Day celebration on March 17th. From the time I was a young
boy, I can remember making this annual pilgrimage to the K of C building on Main Street with my mother and father to visit with family,
friends and others who would gather to eat home cooked Irish stew
and dark bread.
Inside you will find an overview of my annual State of the City
Address which outlines some of our major accomplishments and offers
a sneak peak at some of my goals and priorities for the next year. You
will also see articles that highlight a few of the new activities through
our Parks and Recreation Department, the Christian Center Annual
Walk A Mile in My Shoes fundraiser which we were proud to help
sponsor, the public input meeting regarding Mays Park renovations
and the new world class Transit Center which is to be constructed in
downtown Anderson on Jackson Street.
Like many of you, I was born and raised in Anderson. My family is now in its 6th generation so we have been here a while. This
community is my roots and the
city I am proud to serve and
call home.
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May’s Park Public Input
Meeting
City Hall Atrium 6:30 p.m.

7-8

Anderson Young Ballet Alice In
Wonderland
Paramount Theater

12-14 Henry V
Alley Theater 7:30 p.m.
13

Paramount “Ladies Night”
Footloose 7:00 p.m.

14

Spring Into Summer Craft
Show
Paramount Theater
11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Michael Carbonaro Live!
Hoosier Park 8:00 p.m.

14
17

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

19

Chamber Wake Up Breakfast
St. Vincent Anderson 7:15 a.m.

25

Registration Opens for Parks
Department “Spring Break
Camp for Kids”

27

Ribbon Cutting
The Scrounge Around
2:00 p.m.

30

LWV & Chamber Third House
Legislative Review
Anderson Public Library
8:00 a.m.
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Mayor Broderick Delivers State of the City Address To
Madison County Historical Society and Rotary Club
Mayor Thomas Broderick, Jr. delivered his annual State of the City address to members and
guests of the Madison County Historical Society on Monday, February 24 and to members of the
Anderson Rotary Club on Tuesday, February 25.
In his remarks, the mayor outlined the many positive accomplishments and recognitions that
have been a part of his administration over the past four years, and provided information about upcoming activities and areas of priority for the next year.
Among the highlights of his presentation was a recent article published by the Indiana Business Review noting Anderson’s recovery from the recession of 2008 while economists still see
Muncie as in a recovery mode.
Jobs and the Economy
Unemployment in the city and Madison County is near a historic low (3.1% in the 3rd quarter
of 2019) and jobs are approaching pre-recession levels. Wages in Anderson have increased overall
and the number of food stamp recipients has decreased. The four largest areas of job growth were:
 Manufacturing 5.4%
 Finance and Insurance 9.5%
 Educational Services 6.5%
 Transportation and Warehousing 9.4%
Anderson’s economy still continues to diversify and Mayor Broderick reported that more than
$340 million dollars in new investment has been made in the City of Anderson. Investments by
companies like NTN, NTK, Italpollina, Interstate Warehouse, GTI, BI Monitoring, Sugar Fork Crossing, Sirmax and SER, North America and Nestle helped to contribute to the success and helped to
create 1200 new jobs.
The mayor reported that from 2016-2019
132 ribbon cuttings were held at new and expanding local businesses.
The city’s Anderson Advanced Manufacturing Program (AAMP) continues to experience success in helping unemployed and underemployed residents improve their skills and
gain employment. 110 citizens have graduated
from the innovative workforce development program. 71% of all graduates have gained or improved their employment situation and are
earning on average 40% more than they were
before participating in the program. The mayor
expressed his priority of continuing to bring in
quality employers for the area that provide higher wages and benefits. (continued on next page)
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(State of the City continued)

Housing and Blight Elimination
Anderson is becoming more attractive to people outside of the community and from neighboring counties. The
city’s housing permits and starts are at
their highest level in 13 years resulting in
an increased number of new singlefamily homes. Between 2016 to 2019
57 new homes were built for just over
$14.4 million dollars.
In addition, the city has experienced over $3.7 million dollars in private
investment in two landmark apartment
buildings — the Tower Apartments and
Beverly Terrace apartments both in
downtown Anderson.
Outside of downtown, the new Field House apartments ($12.2 million) and the remodeled
Arbor Apartments (now known as Parq on Eighth Street ) brought new housing to other areas of
our community. In addition to new home starts, the mayor reported on the aggressive Blight Elimination Program which has resulted in over 170 homes being torn down through December 2019.
The program still continues and homes beyond
repair or rehabilitation continue to be demolished
helping to meet the administration’s goal of neighborhood improvement.
Quality of Place and Quality of Life
The mayor noted that May of 2019 marked
the 11th anniversary of Hoosier Park Casino in our
community. In addition, he reported on the significant investments made in community parks and
recreational areas including Dickmann Town Center which hosted the very popular Ice Skating Rink
and Santa House in addition to the summer concert series and community events in the warmer
months.
Over the past four years, eighteen neighborhood parks were renovated, new and safer
playground equipment for children was installed
and new shelter houses and restrooms were constructed or remodeled. The Anderson Parks and
Recreation Trail System was widened and resurfaced with new disc golf facilities installed at Edgewater Park, new boating docks and piers installed
at Shadyside Lake, and Derby Downs was renovated and repaved to resurrect the Annual Soap
Box Derby in Anderson.
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(State of the City continued)

Some of Mayor Broderick’s 2020 Priorities
Mayor Broderick expressed his desire to continue
and Activities
to attract new families to our community by providing
exciting quality of place improvements and amenities.
Public meetings on Improvements at both Mays Park
 Mays Park Improvements
and Athletic Park will be held to give citizens an oppor-  Paddle Boats at Shadyside Lake and
tunity to share their ideas about activities that should be
Bobber’s Pier
included in the renovation plans.
 Expanded Summer Concert Series
Fiscal Responsibility and A Strong Fiscal Condition  Increased Senior Activities Through
Over the past four years, the mayor led efforts to
Parks and Recreation including 55+
improve the city’s operating budget and fiscal reserves
Health and Wellness Expo, weekly Euin partnership with Doug Whiham, City Controller.
chre Clubs,
The city has been able to increase its operating balance  $3 million private investment to renowithout increasing taxes on homeowners or sacrificing
vate Courtyard Apartments
city services. This has resulted in the city being in its
 Expanded July 3rd and 4th Community
best fiscal condition since before the 2008 recession
Parade, Events and Celebration featurwith an operating balance of $14 million dollars.
ing Corey Cox
The mayor concluded his remarks by emphasiz New downtown Anderson Transit Cening how Anderson continues to get positive attention
ter building providing new retail space
and consideration from so many citizens, developers
and transportation hub
and others who are considering moving to our communi Traffic Signal Replacement Project
ty. He shared the city’s motto “Come Home To Ander(replacing over 100 signals)
son” and why it was chosen. He expressed his goal that
 Mayor’s Grants for Teachers Program
the community continue to work together for the com Improved Safety and Firefighting Equipmon good and to be a welcoming community to make
Anderson a leader in Central Indiana.
ment for first responders
 Renovation of Citizens Plaza Property
 Annual Christmas Parade and Celebration in downtown Anderson
 Road and Street Improvements
 New sidewalk construction
 Water Pollution Control and Water
Quality Improvements
 Pursuit of state and federal grants to
supplement city contributions to infrastructure investments
 Continuation of Blight Elimination Program
 Redevelopment of the State Theater as
an entertainment venue
 Marketing of city acquired properties in
the downtown area
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AAMP Workforce Training Program Graduates 23 New Participants;
Begins Enrollment for 7th Cohort Group
Mayor Thomas Broderick congratulated the 6th Cohort Group of the City of Anderson Anderson Advanced Manufacturing Program (AAMP) on Friday, February 28 at the Anderson Flagship East and Purdue
Polytechnic Building.
In addition to learning about lean manufacturing skills, work readiness skills, work team skills and communication skills, the participants earned four recognized industry and safety certifications including:
 National Career Readiness Certification
 Forklift Operator Certification
 OSHA 10 Certification
 CPR Certification
According to statistics provided by the City of Anderson program, one-third of the graduates in this
class were single parents and over the course of the program, 71% of all graduates gained employment
and have remained employed. The program began in 2018 when Mayor Broderick recognized that local
citizens wanted and needed job opportunities. “Every time we meet with a prospective employer to our
area, they all want to know if we have a workforce with the skills they need.,” said Broderick. “Employers
are looking to locate here in Anderson. This programs helps to make our community more attractive to
new companies.”
The next AAMP Cohort Group begins on March 9th. A few remaining slots are available. Interested parties
should contact Marc Slayton (765) 602-2582 or mslayton@cityofanderson.com.
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Parks Department To Offer Spring Break
Camp for Kids
Mayor Thomas Broderick, Jr. and Parks Superintendent Jama Donovan have announced the
return of the Spring Break Camp for Kids from
March 16-27. The camp is free to any city youth
enrolled in grades K-6.
The camp provides lunch and two snacks in
addition to daily activities and events for participants. To register, please visit https://
www.cityofanderson.com/174/Parks-Recreation.
For more information, contact the City of
Anderson Parks Department at (765) 648-6858.

Upcoming Parks Department Activities
April 6
May 2
May 3
May 8

Tai Chi Classes
Euchre Club (Mon. & Fri.)
Earth Day & Arbor Day Celebration
DNR Free Fishing Day
55+ Senior Wellness and Health Expo

City of Anderson Supports Christian Center
Walk A Mile Event

The City of Anderson was proud to serve as a Silver
Sponsor for the annual Christian Center Walk A Mile in My
Shoes event held on February 9. I want to extend my thanks
to our city departments who worked in advance to carry out
the necessary preparations to ensure this was a safe and fun
day.
In case you didn't realize it, several city departments
take time away from their daily job responsibilities in support
of this fundraiser for the Christian Center. Here are some examples:
1. Our City Street Department works out the route with APD
and the Christian Center to place traffic barriers along the
route for walkers.
2. Our Anderson Police Department provides live traffic control
and is prepared to monitor the flow of walkers and outside
traffic.
3. Our Anderson Fire Department Emergency Management
team is on call in case there is an injury or someone needs
assistance.
4. Our CATS bus system helped to transport walkers back to
the Anderson University Reardon Auditorium after the walk
was over.
We appreciate each and every one of our team members and
hope you will, too!
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City and HWC Consulting To Host Meeting for Mays Park Public Input
The City of Anderson in partnership with HWC Consulting will host a meeting regarding Mays Park
on Monday, March 2nd at 6:30 p.m. in the City Hall Atrium. The purpose of the meeting is to allow interested citizens with the opportunity to share their ideas and suggestions for the renovation of the park.
Mays Park is located at the corner of 10th Street and Madison Avenue. Below are examples of equipment
and landscaping for the park provided by HWC. The final plan and budget will be subject to review and
approval by the members of the Anderson Park Board.
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City Receives Final Approval To Begin Construction of New Transit Center for Downtown
City officials have received final approval from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and
the State of Indiana Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to proceed with the construction of the
new transit center which will be located at the corner of 13th and Jackson Street.
The 16,000 –square-foot multi-use building will be comprised of three stories. The CATS
terminal will be located of the north side of the first floor, with a loading and unloading zone on the
east. The remaining space in the first, second and third floors will be available for lease to developers and retail merchants.
The federal government is providing a minimum of $6.3 million in grant funds for the project
with the city of Anderson allocating $750,000 in Community Development Block Grant funds and
$1.5 million in TIF funds.
Broderick said the federal government is providing additional funding for the project.
The
original timeline for the project was delayed as a result of the discovery of archeological artifacts at
the site. Federal environmental law required additional excavation by certified archeologists and a
report to the State Historic Preservation Office and the FTA. The contract for the construction of
the bus terminal calls for the work to be completed within 400 days.
“We are so excited to finally move forward on this project,” said Mayor Tom Broderick.
“There have been years of discussion and deliberation through more than one administration.
Making this project a reality has been one of my priorities for our community. It will be a welcome
addition to our downtown revitalization.”
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